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Mr. Doug Bosco, Chair
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Ste. 1300
Oakland, CA 94612

Attn: Ms. Melanie Denninger

Dear Mr. Bosco,

I am writingthis letter in support of the Solano Land Trust's Rush Ranch Marsh
and Upland Design and Management project proposal to the State Coastal
Conservancy.

The proposed project will enable Solano Land Trust to carry out habitat
restoration and grassland management measures at the 2080-acre Rush Ranch
Open Space Preserve over the next twenty years. Specifically, the project will
develop a comprehensive strategy to:

. Rehabilitate natural ecological processes in degraded areas of Rush
Ranch;

. Restore and enhance habitats for listed species such as Suisun thistle,
soft bird's beak, salt marsh harvest mouse;

. Reduce the ecological impact of non-native species, such as perennial
pepperweed, that have degraded Suisun Marsh in recent years;

. Remove obstacles to inward migration of the marsh as sea level rises; and

. Enhance upland plant communities and wildlife ~abitat while allowing
continued use for compatible grazing, public access, and environmental
education.

By obtaining CEQA approval for the resulting plan, this project will clear the way
for on-the-ground restoration actions to move forward in the tidal marsh and
adjacent uplands.

This in turn will contribute to accomplishing the regional goals of Suisun Marsh
Protection Plan, jointly administered by the San Francisco Bay Conservation and
Development Commission and Solano County, as well as those of the Habitat
Management, Preservation, and Restoration Plan for the Suisun Marsh, currently
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being completed by the Suisun Marsh Charter Group, and the Tidal Marsh
Ecosystem Recovery Plan, which is being completed by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Services. In order to ensure these regional benefits are realized, Solano
Land Trust will participate in the Suisun Marsh Environmental Coordination
Action Team (ECAT) where it will solicit advice and guidance from the other
public agencies and private interests working in the marsh.

I support this project and hope that the Solano Land Trust's grant request will be
given full and fair consideration consistent with applicable law and regulations. I
trust that you will keep me advised of this project's progress and I look forward to
the environmental and educational opportunities this project will mean for
constituentswithinthe 10thCongressionalDistrictof California.

Sincerely,

~~
ELLEN o. TAUSCHER

Member of Congress

cc: Solano Land Trust
Solano County Supervisor Jim Spering
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Doug Bosco, Chair
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Ste. 1300,
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Mr. Bosco,

I am writing to express my support for the Solano Land Trust's Rush Ranch Marsh and Upland Design and
Management project proposal to the State Coastal Conservancy.

Over the next twenty years, the proposed project will enable Solano Land Trust to carry out habitat restoration and
grassland management measures at the 20S0-acre Rush Ranch Open Space Preserve. Specifically, the project will
develop a comprehensive strategy to:. Rehabilitate natural ecological processes in degraded areas of Rush Ranch;. Restore and. enhance habitats for listed species such as Suisun thistle, soft bird's beak, salt marsh harvest

mouse;. Reduce the ecological impact of non-native species, such as perennial pepperweed, that have degraded
Suisun Marsh in recent years;

. Remove obstacles to inward migration of the marsh as sea level rises; and

. Enhance upland plant communities and wildlife habitat while allowing continued use for compatible
grazing, public access, imd environmental education.

By obtaining CEQA approval for the resulting plan, this project will clear the way for on-the-ground restoration
actions to move forward in the tidal marsh and adjacent uplands.

This in turn will contribute to accomplishing the regional goals of Suisun Marsh Protection Plan, jointly
administered by the San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission and Solano County, as well as
those of the Habitat Management, Preservation, and Restoration Plan for the Suisun Marsh, currently being
compieted by the Suisun Marsh Charter Group, and the Tidal Marsh Ecosystem RecovelY Plan, which is being
completed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services. In order to ensure these regional benefits are realized, I
understand Solano Land Trust will participate in the Suisun Marsh Environmental Coordination Action Team
(ECAT) where it will solicit advice and guidance from the other public agencies and private interests working in
the marsh.

Solano Land Trust has proven they are equipped to take on this project by their record of preserving agriculture,
protecting open space, and managing habitat resources in Solano County. I strongly encourage the State Coastal
Conservancy to approve this proposal.

~Sin~erelY~
IS WOLK,
semblywoman, SthDistrict

LW:dml

.~'"
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NOREEN EVANS
ASSEMBLYMEMBER,SEVENTH DISTRICT

October 15,2007

Doug Bosco, Chair
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite. 1300
Oakland, CA 94612
Attn: Melanie Denninger

Dear Chairman Bosco:

I am writing to express my support for the Solano Land Trust's (SLT) request for $435,000 to restore and
manage the 2,070-acre Rush Ranch Open Space Preserve.

The Rush Ranch Marsh and Upland Design and Management project presents the state with a tremendous
opportunity to improve wildlife habitat. The I ,050-acre brackish tidal marsh on Rush Ranch is the largest and
most intact marsh system of this type in the entire San Francisco Bay estuary. It is rich in fish, wildlife and
vegetation, including several threatened or endangered species. Since the property is bordered by approximately
5,000 acres of wildlife areas, the combined benefits of this project will be substantial.

With over 900 acres of the property supporting local ranching, this project will also demonstrate how agriculture
and the environment can co-exist in balance with one another. Well-managed grazing will help native plants
compete with invasive species and provide improved habitat for wildlife. Support from the Conservancy will
help SLT update the land management plans of ranching operations to assure these environmental benefits.

Furthermore, this project will enhance public recreation and education opportunities. The ranch is open daily
for hiking along its trails. For those with limited mobility, the nonprofit Access Adventures program provides
carriage rides around the ranch. Rush Ranch also has a nature center that was just built this year and will be
used for meetings and to support the work of research scientists who often work on the property. Public access
to such a large restoration project will enable the public to experience and appreciate the Bay as a defining
resource that needs to be protected and managed sustainably.

The Conservancy has a strong record of partnership with SLT. I hope that you look favorably on their proposal.
If you have any questions, or if I may be of assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours very truly,

f\w~ ~
NOREEN EV ANS

Assemblymember, 7thDistrict
NE:am

.~'"
Printed on Recycled Paper
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DI.JUgBosco. Chair
At1n: Melanie Denninger
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Mr. Bosco:
. .

1 am Writing to ,express mysl!ppoit f<;>rthe Solano Land Truses Rush R.anch Maish and Upland
Design and Managem~n.t projec(proposal to th~,State 'Coa~ia~~oi1s~ry~ct.' ..: "'. ~ ..~..''. .

. . :. .' '. . .' - . "'. . "'.' .. . '.. '.., '. ;, :.

The proposed project'will enable' S~lano Land Tnfst t~carry o~t habitat'reStorationand grassland.
management measures at the 2080-acre Rush Ranch Open Space Preserve over the next twenty
years. Specifically, the project will develop a comprehensive strategy to:

. Rehabilitate natural ecological processes in degraded areas of Rush Ranch;
Restore and enhance habitats for listed species such as Suisun thistle, soft bird's beak,
salt marsh harvest mouse;

Reduce the ecological impact of non-native species, such as perennial pepperweed, that
have degraded Suisun .Yiarsh in recent years~
Remove obstacles to inward migration of the marsh as sea level rises; and
Enhance upland plan communities and wildlife habitat while allowing continued use for
compatible grazing, public access, and environmental education.

.

.

..

By ob1ainingCEQAapproval for the resulting plan, this project will clear the way for on-the-
ground restoration actions to move forward in the tidal marsh and adjacent uplands.

This in turn will contribute to accomplishing the r~gional goats of Suisun Marsh Protection Plan,
jointly admini~~red by the San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission and
Solano Coun1)',as well as those of the Habitat Management, Pr~servatiOn;and Restoration Plan
for the Suisun Marsh, currently being completed by the SuisUtlMarsh Charter Group, and the
Tidal Marsh Ecosystem Recovery Plan, which is being completed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife

<$.....
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Services. In order to ensure these regional benefits are realized, Solano Land Trust will
participate in the Suisun Marsh Environmental Coordination Advisory Team where it will solicit
advice and guidance from the other public agencies and private interests working in the marsh.

With a proven record of preserving agriculture, protecting open space, and managing habitat
resources in Solano County, Solano Land Trust is well equipped to take on this project. I
strongly encourage the State Coastal Conservancy to approve this proposal.

MICHAEL ~CHADO
Senator, Fifth District

MJM:bw
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October 12,2007

Doug Bosco, Chair
State Coastal Conservancy
Attn: Melanie Denninger
1330Broadway, Ste. 1300,
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Mr. Bosco,

I am writing to express my support for the Solano Land Trust's Rush Ranch Marsh and Upland Design
and Management project proposal to the State Coastal Conservancy.

The proposed project will enable Solano Land Trust to carry out habitat restoration and grassland
management measures at the 2080-acre Rush Ranch Open Space Preserve over the next twenty years.
Specifically, the project will develop a comprehensive strategy to:. Rehabilitate natural ecological processes in degraded areas of Rush Ranch;. Restore and enhance habitats for listed species such as Suisun thistle, soft bird's beak, salt marsh

harvest mouse;
. Reduce the ecological impact of non-native species, such as perennial pepperweed, that have

degraded Suisun Marsh in recent years;. Remove obstacles to inward migration of the marsh as sea level rises; and
. Enhance upland plant communities and wildlife habitat while allowing continued use for

compatible grazing, public access, and environmental education.
By obtaining CEQA approval for the resulting plan, this project will clear the way for on-the-ground
restoration actions to move forward in the tidal marsh and adjacent uplands.

This in turn will contribute to accomplishing the regional goals of Suisun Marsh Protection Plan, jointly
administered by the San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission and Solano County,
as well as those of the Habitat Management, Preservation, and Restoration Plan for the Suisun Marsh,
currently being completed by the Suisun Marsh Charter Group, and the Tidal Marsh Ecosystem Recovery
Plan, which is being completed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services. In order to ensure these regional
benefits are realized, Solano Land Trust will participate in the Suisun Marsh Environmental Coordination
Action Team (ECA T) where it will solicit advice and guidance from the other public agencies and private
interests working in the marsh.

With a proven record of preserving agriculture, protecting open space, and managing habitat resources in
Solano County, Solano Land Trust is well equipped to take on this project. I strongly encourage the State
Coastal Conservancy to approve this proposal.
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Doug Bosco, Chair
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Ste. 1300,
Oakland, CA 94612
Attn: Melanie Denninger

RECEIVED
OCT1 7 2007

COAsrAlCONSERVANCY
OAKLAND,CALIF.

Dear Mr. Bosco:

I am writing to express my support for the Solano Land Trust's RushRanchMarsh and Upland
Design andManagement project proposal to the State Coastal Conservancy.

The proposed project will enable Solano Land Trust to carry out habitat restoration and grassland
management measures at the 2080-acre Rush Ranch Open Space Preserve over the next twenty
years. Specifically, the project will develop a comprehensive strategy to:

. Rehabilitate natural ecological processes in degraded areas of Rush Ranch;

. Restore and enhance habitats for listed species such as Suisun thistle, soft bird's beak,
salt marsh harvest mouse; .

. Reduce the ecological impact of non-native species, such as perennial pepperweed, that
have degraded Suisun Marsh in recent years;

. Remove obstacles to inward migration of the marsh as sea level rises; and. Enhance upland plant communities and wildlife habitat while allowing continued use for
compatible grazing, public access, and environmental education.

By obtaining CEQA approval for the resulting plan, this project will clear the way for on-the-
ground restoration actions to move forward in the tidal marsh and adjacent uplands.

This in turn will contribute to accomplishingthe regional goals of Suisun Marsh Protection Plan,
jointly administered by the San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission and
Solano County, as well as those of the Habitat Management, Preservation, and Restoration Plan

for the Suisun Marsh, currently being completed by the Suisun Marsh Charter Group, and the
TidalMarsh Ecosystem Recovery Plan, which is being completed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Services. In order to ensure these regional benefits are realized, Solano Land Trust will
participate in the Suisun Marsh Environmental CoordinationAdvisory Team (BCAT) where it
will solicit advice and guidance ITomthe other public agencies and private interests working in
the marsh.

DEPARTMENTS: AREA CODE (707)
ADMINISTRATION 421-7300 . PLANNING 421-7335 . BUILDING 421-7310 . FINANCE 421-7320

FIRE 425-9133. RECREATION& COMMUNITYSERVICES421-7200. POLICE421-7373 . PUBLICWORKS421-7340
REDEVELOPMENTAGENCY421-7309 FAX421-7366

Exhibit 3:  Letters of Support



With a proven record of preserving agriculture, protecting open space, and managing habitat
resources in Solano County, Solano Land Trust is well equipped to take on this project. I
strongly encourage the State Coastal Conservancy to approve this proposal.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

4~ ~/ ~~ anchez
. Ma r, City of Suisun it
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Doug Bosco, Chair
Attn: Melanie Denniger
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Ste. 1300
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Mr. Bosco:

I am writing to express my support for the Solano Land Trust's Rush Ranch
Marsh and Upland Design and Management project proposal to the State
Coastal Conservancy.

The proposed project will enable Solano Land Trust to carry out habitat
restoration and grassland management measures at the 2080-acre Rush
Ranch Open Space Preserve over the next twenty years. Specifically, the
project will develop a comprehensive strategy to:

. Rehabilitate natural ecological processes in degraded areas of Rush
Ranch;
Restore and enhance habitats for listed species such as Suisun
thistle, soft bird's beak, salt marsh harvest mouse;
Reduce the ecological impact of non-native species, such as
perennial pepperweed, that have degraded Suisun Marsh in recent
years;
Remove obstacles to inward migration of the marsh as sea level
rises; and
Enhance upland plant communities and wildlife habitat while allowing
continued use for compatible grazing, public access, and
environmental education.

.

.

.

.

By obtaining CEQA approval for the resulting plan, this project will clear the
way for on-the-ground restoration actions to move forward in the tidal marsh
and adjacent uplands.

This in turn will contribute to accomplishing the regional goals of Suisun
Marsh Protection Plan, jointly administered by the San Francisco Bay
Conservation and Development Commission and Solano County, as well as
those of the Habitat Management, Preservation, and Restoration Plan for
the Suisun Marsh, currently being completed by the Suisun Marsh Charter

CITYOF FAIRFIELD... 1000 WEBSTER STREET FAIRFIELD, CALIFORNIA 94533-4883 ... www.ci.fairfield.ca.us
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Doug Bosco, Chair
October 8, 2007
Page 2

Group, and the Tidal Marsh Ecosystem Recovery Plan, which is being
completed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services. In order to ensure these
regional benefits are realized, Solano Land Trust will participate in the
Suisun Marsh Environmental Coordination Action Team (ECAT) where it
will solicit advice and guidance from the other public agencies and private
interests working in the marsh.

With a proven record of preserving agriculture, protecting open space, and
managing habitat resources in Solano County, Solano Land Trust is well
equipped to take on this project. I strongly encourage the State Coastal
Conservancy to approve this proposal. Thank you.

IIY, j~cp
Harry~priCe
Mayor

RECEIVED
OCT1 0 2007

HTP/cma
(;OASTAl CONSEHVAI~li'"

OAKLAND,CALIF.
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October 22, 2007

Mr. Doug Bosco, Chair
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway,Ste. 1300,
Oakland, CA 94612

AUn:Melanie Denninger

Dear Mr. Bosco,

The Suisun ResourceConservation District (SRCD) supports for the Solano Land
Trust's Rush Ranch Marsh and UplandDesign and Managementproject proposal to
the State Coastal Conservancy.

The proposed project will enable Solano Land Trust to carry out habitat restoration
and grassland management measuresat the 2080-acre Rush Ranch Open Space
Preserveover the next twentyyears. Specifically,the project will develop a
comprehensivestrategy to:

. Rehabilitatenatural ecological processes in degraded areas of Rush Ranch;

. Restore and enhance habitats for listed species such as Suisun thistle, soft
bird's beak, salt marsh harvest mouse;

. Reducethe ecological impact of non-nativespecies, such as perennial
pepperweed, that have degraded Suisun Marsh in recent years;

. Removeobstacles to inward migration of the marsh as sea level rises; and

. Enhanceupland plant communities and wildlife habitatwhile allowing
continued use for compatible grazing, publicaccess, and environmental
education.

By obtaining CEQA approval for the resulting plan, this projectwill clear the way for
on-the-ground restorationactions to move forward in the tidal marsh and adjacent
uplands.

This in turn will contribute to accomplishing the regional goals of Suisun Marsh
Protection Plan, jointly administered by the San Francisco Bay Conservation and
Development Commission and Solano County, as well as those of the Habitat
Management, Preservation, and Restoration Plan for the Suisun Marsh, currently
being completed by the Suisun Marsh Charter Group, and the Tidal Marsh Ecosystem
Recovery Plan, which is being completed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services. In
order to ensure these regional benefits are realized, Solano Land Trust will participate
in the Suisun Marsh Environmental Coordination Action Team (ECAT) where it will
solicit advice and guidance from the other public agencies and private interests
working in the Suisun marsh.

With a proven record of preservingagriculture, protectingopen space, the SRCD
stronglyencourages the State Coastal Conservancyto approve this proposal.

;;~
Steven Chappell
Executive Director
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~ San Francisco Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve
3152 Paradise Drive, Tiburoo. CA 94920-1205
Tel (415) 338-3107 Fax (4t5) 435-7120 Web: www.sfbaynerr.org, . ...

.. ""'" .-~

CXtober 12, 2007

Mr. Douglas Bosco, ChJir
StRteCoastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
OaklDtld.CA 94612

Re: Letter of Support for Solano Land Trust's Rush Ranch proposal

Dear Mr. Bosco,

00 behalf of the San Francisco Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve, I write to you today to express my
enthusiastic support oflbe Solano Land Trust's Ru~hRanc" Mar.~ Wid Upland De$ign and Mtmagemem
proposal to the State Coastal Conservancy. ]t i$ a truly ex.citingproject that ha~ many benefits,

The Solano Land Trust is a signatory partner in tbe San Francisco Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve,
along with San Francisco State University, California State Paries,the Bay Conservation and Development
Commission anclNOAA. The Nationa1 Estua.rine Research Reserve System is a network of 27 protected areas
e$tabHsbedfor long.tcnn researcn, education and stewardship. This partnership program between the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the coastal states protects m<IrCthan one mimon acres of
estuarine land ilnd water; provides essential habitat for wildlife; offers educational opportunities for students,
teacl1m and the pubHe; and serves as living laboratories for scientists. While the primary research focus of the
SF Sa)' NERR is tidal marsh restoration. out' programs rencet our interest in all aspec:!Sofha.bitnt restoration.
Given this, we are especiaJly interested in see;ng proj~ts such as this receive funding.

The proposed project Wtltenable the Solano Land Trust to develop habitat restorariol'Jand grassland
management measures for Rush Ranch to gil;de actions over the next twenty years. A comprehensive plann.;ng
4pproacbtbat addressesthe many changessincethe lastplanwas dC'Velope~sucb as invasivespecies<Xmccms,
is critical to the sUC<:CSSof ecological protection. This proposal specifiwJy addresses the broader ecological
context afme SuiStmMarsh, and thus supports aecomptishing the reg;onat goals of other important pJans such
as the Sfli..~ Marsh Protection Plall. Further, both the process and products from this project will benefit tbe
development of the site profile of Rush Ranch as an SF Bay 'NERR site. We will be collaborating with the
Solano Land Trust on the site profile, and thus anticipate contributing to the proposed projec:t.

The Solano Land Tnls1 has a demonstrated record of protec:til1gopen space, managing habitat fC$OUrcesin
Solano County, and effectively administering these type~ of projects. I !trOnglycnc:ourage the State Coastal
Conservanc:y to appro~ this proposat. Thank you for your considenrtiQn.

SiDce~ty,

~ e.f(~
JAime C. Kooser. Ph.D.
Reserve Manager

8 Sdll Francisco Bay NtUiOlrQI E.tlllarl/U Rat.m:1J R.e.tenlt iJ II parfltenhip o2IMI1g NatiGMl Oce<Jf/ic
OM Atmwp"-erir; Admii,uiNICtO/I.. Sail Fr02I1cj:u:f1Sta/~ UItI'VU'.Jlty. Caljf",.,,;4 ~ Po""". SolOfffJ

Ltma TnuJ and the BQ]I Ce>_rfOlf QIU{Dewrlf1P"'e>II. Cr;r<J",i.~I.",. I

Exhibit 3:  Letters of Support




